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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2019 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission (ConCom) was held on Monday September 9, 2019 at 7 PM in the 
Selectmen Meeting Room, 1st Floor.  
 
The Conservation Commission's role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission derives its 
authority from the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the watershed 
resources of the community. The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to the approval of the Board 
of Selectmen. 
Conservation Commission 3-year Terms: M. Novak (2020); A. Syed (2020); L. Maestranzi (2021); Open Seat (2021); P. Colarusso (2022); M. 
Reid (2022) 
 
Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
Commissioners present: Phil Colarusso, Chair; Leo Maestranzi; Asma Syed; Michael Novak 
Not present: Malcolm Reid 
Also present: Melissa Berry, Conservation Agent; Catherine Tinsley Recording Secretary 
 
Public Hearing  
• Notice of Intent (NOI) 
Applicant: David Lee 
Location: 32 Mayflower Drive, Wenham MA (Map 15, Lot 5) 
Project: Construction of a patio and drainage work within jurisdictional proximity to the Wetland Resource Areas located at 32 
Mayflower Drive.  
 NOI Application packet for David Lee, 32 Mayflower Drive, DeRosa Environmental Consulting, Inc. July 25, 2019 
 Ms. Berry read the legal notice as published in the Hamilton Wenham Chronicle on August 29,2019 
 Abutter notification receipts 
 
Mike DeRosa, DeRosa Environmental Consulting, Inc. was present with the homeowner David Lee and spoke on the 
application to construct a patio and after the fact installation of additional drainage. 
Mr. DeRosa stated he received the DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) file number with no comments. 
 
Mr. DeRosa referenced a plot plan and aerial photos of 32 Mayflower Drive to show the project to replace a patio in the back 
yard.  Mr. DeRosa went on to explain a broken watermain across the street from 32 Mayflower Drive was thought to have 
caused the water issue for the homeowner who had water discharging beneath the structure foundation; straw wattle was 
installed to stabilize the area. 
Mr. DeRosa spoke on the application to construct a new patio in the same footprint as a brick patio, with portions of the work 
in the buffer zone and the FEMA flood hazard area Zone A.  He reviewed that he delineated the boundaries of the bordering 
vegetated wetland using pink surveyors’ flags in the field, and rocks used for a visual barrier. 
The lawn area will be converted to native wetland species and allowed to mature naturally. 
The plan includes adding drainage pipes, replacing compromised pipes, and installing a shallow gravel basin. 
 
The specific size of the patio will be provided to the commissioners at their site visit scheduled for September 13. 
 
Vote: The Conservation Commissioners voted unanimously to continue the hearing to a date certain of September 23, 2019 at 7 pm in Town Hall. 
 
Administrative Business:  
• Approve Meeting Minutes of July 22, 2019  
Vote: The Conservation Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the meeting minutes of July 22, 2019. 
 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
 

o Jeff Ham was present and expressed his interest in serving as a member of the Conservation Commission 
The chair will make a recommendation to the BOS. 
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o The Commissioners asked for an update on 15R Juniper Street.  Ms. Berry informed the Board that those involved, i.e. 
Hancock Associates, reported that they are having a difficult time contacting the homeowners Diane Pizzo & Michael 
Perrine.   Ms. Berry will have 15R Juniper Street on the September 23 agenda. 
 
o The Department of Public Works is paving an overcoat on Larch Row this coming week and is exempt from coming 
before the Commission.  There is no milling or grinding and typically they use barriers at wetland, water areas to prevent 
any contaminants seeping in to the sensitive areas. 
Even though the town is exempt, the Chair requested that the Superintendent attend a Conservation meeting prior to 
exempt work being done to notify the Commissioners and review the project. 
 
o There was a side discussion regarding the process to notify the Agent if Commissioners are not going to attend and it 
was agreed if a meeting is posted is expected members would attend, or Commissioners should communicate their 
anticipated absence with Ms. Berry immediately. 
 
o The Commissioners requested an end of the season update from the Farm Project that leases the Reynolds Farm.  

 
 
Adjournment – The Commissioners unanimously adjourned at 7:32 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
9.19.19 
 
 
 
 


